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1.0 Vision

Vision

Butlins Skyline Ltd are looking to redevelop and upgrade
the existing Splash pool building which is 25 years old.
The current internal environment is cluttered, noisy and
busy due to the flume rides (mainly the master blaster
flume ride which goes around the pool interior at high
level and the space bowl). There are no opportunities to
sit or rest adjacent to the pools. Any spectators are cur-
rently relegated to the first floor balcony area with no
easy links to pool side.

Proposals have been developed through discussions with
Butlins to provide a pool environment which is less hectic
and humid and has more dwell times and relaxation ar-
eas. The existing flumes will be replaced by rides that are
mainly external to the building but start and finish inter-
nally. A total of five rides are shown; three of which will
be provided initially, one family ride on the north eleva-
tion (to allow people to go down in two's or three’s), a
high adrenaline ride starting within the tower and the
space bowl ride on the west elevation. Two further
flumes will be provided in the future. The proposals also
include the provision of a separate children’s pool area
with it's own water features and flumes. Access be-
tween ground and first floors has been improved by the
provision of additional staircases at each end of the bal-
cony. A new raging river water feature has been pro-
vided along the west elevation with an external Jacuzzi
and cold plunge pools.

The outdoor space is important and the existing external
pools will be transformed into a water fountain area with
new paving, terracing, soft landscaping, external seat-
ing and loungers. It is envisaged that the fountains will
be used by the children during the day and at night they
will form an impressive water display. The improvements
to this area will mean that it will have an pleasant attrac-
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Existing Site Plan

tive, year round appearance even when it is not in use
during the winter months.

The flume tower will form a key feature of the building. It's
height and glazing will allow it to become a beacon to the
site especially in the dark. It is envisaged that changing col-
oured lights could be used. The height of the flume tower
allows for access to the flume platforms which are at differ-
ing heights to accommodate the different types of rides

The re-development aims to showcase the pools features to
both guests and the general public passing the site. it will
provide more dynamic and attractive rides and features in
order to provide a 21st Century offer to Butlins guests.




2.0 Introduction and Site Location

Existing Internal Photographs

Introduction and Site Location

Introduction

This Design and Access Staternent is submitted in support
of an Application for Planning Permission for the re-
development of the existing Splash pool building at But-
lins, Skegness. It provides an explanation and rationale

for the design proposals submitted and the processes
employed to reach this point. The planning application is
made by Holder Mathias Architects as Agents on behalf
of the Butlins Skyline Ltd as the Applicants.

Existing Building

The pool building is located adjacent to the Skyline Lei-
sure Pavilion towards the north end of the resort. The
building was constructed originally in 1987 and com-
prises three internal pool areas (whirlpool, leisure pool
with beach and rapids/grotto pools) and three flume rides
which are located centrally within the building. The mas-
ter-blaster and space bowl rides were added into the
building approx. ten years ago when the external flume
tower was also constructed. Recent developments in-
clude an extension to the changing village. The main
entrance faces towards the Skyline Pavilion on the south
east corner.

Internally, the steel structure to the building is on display
both as columns around the perimeter of the building
and as inclined roof trusses. The liner sheets to the roof
form the ceiling. The walls are finished in tiling up to
first floor level. A balcony area at first floor level runs
around the west, south and east sides of the building
accessed by a staircase from reception. Plant to service
the pools and flumes is located at basement level around
the outline of the pools and is accessed through the plant
room located on the east elevation.
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Existing External Photographs

Externally, the building materials comprise mainly hori-
zontal metal cladding sheets above a brick plinth with
small areas of vertical glazing at the corners and mid
elevation of the building. These areas of glazing only
allow limited views into the pool interior. The roof of the
building comprises metal corrugated sheets which form a
low inclined pyramid. A steeper glazed pyramid sits over
the centre of the building. Internally however this glazing
is cordoned off with netting and translucent material as
the glass has begun to crack and fall out. Due toit's
location, replacement of any glazing is very costly.

There are two external pools which are filled and used
during the summer months (May—Sept). The remainder
of the year they are left empty and look run down. These
pools are approx. 1.8m deep. The external pools are
overlooked by the Sun and Moon Pub which is situated
along the southern elevation. Currently the only access
to the external pools is through the Splash pool building
as externally the area is enclosed by fencing and land-
scaping.

Planning Context

The planning application does not involve any change of
use from the current use designation as a leisure facility/
holiday resort.

Site Location

The site is located towards the north side of the resort.
Immediately to the south is located the Skyline Leisure
Pavilion, to the east is a pedestrian street and food outlet/
leisure units, to the north is located the Sun and Moon
Pub and changing related to the external pool area and
to the west is located a car park. Further west, beyond
this car park, is located the A52 road.

The site area within the red line boundary is 2.236 acres.



3.0 Site Analysis

Site Analysis

The pool building is situated towards the north end of the
site and is not visible from the main entrance. It is located
adjacent to the Skyline Pavilion and residences. No views
are possible of the sea from the pool. The building itself
shows no clues as to what is happening inside either to the
pedestrian street running along the east side of the
building or the car park and main road along the west
elevation. Both these two elevations have the potential to
allow views both into the building as well as displaying the
features of the pool to the guests and the passing general
public on the main A52 road.

To the north of the building are two existing outdoor pools
whose usage is limited to the summer months. This area
has tremendous potential to be updated and turned into a
valuable asset and attraction to be used all year around by
the Butlin guests. These external pools are overlooked by
the Sun and Moon pub.
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4.0 Context Assessment

Context Assessment

The Skegness resort was the first to be developed by Billy
Butlin on 200 acres of former turnip fields to the north of
Skegness. The site sits adjacent to the beach which runs
along the whole of the east boundary of the resort. Con-
struction began in 1935, mainly to Butlin’s own design
and the resort opened on 11th April 1936 and was an
immediate success. It was to be a luxury camp at prices
that working people could afford with three meals a day
and free entertainment. The capacity was increased from
500 to around 1,200 during the first season and at the
end of the first year capacity increased again to 2,000.
The camp eventually went on to accommodate close to
10,000 holiday makers.

sign and Access Statement

During the 2nd world war, the Royal Navy took over the
resort and it became a training ground.  After the war,
the resort was handed back to Billy Butlin who re-opened
it on 11th May 1946. Further developments included an
airport next door, a hotel and theatre which were open
to both holiday makers and the general public. The first
commercial monorail in the UK opened here in 1965.
The external pools were constructed in 1984 on the site
of the old reception building which was destroyed by fire
in 1974 and the land became a sport field.

The resort continued to prosper and in 1987 benefitted
from a £14 million investment and improvement scheme,
including a change of name to Funcoast World. This in-
vestment included the construction of the existing Splash
pool building which was built on the site of the old

ash Pool Redevelopment, Princes Building (used for dancing and incorporated a
ballroom) which burnt down in 1974. This area was then
used as a sports field until the construction of the Splash
tlins Skyline Ltd pool building. The resort was refurbished again in 1999
which included the construction of over 1,000 ‘New Eng-
land' style apartments. At the same time, the Splash
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pool building was refurbished and extended to accom-
modate the space bowl and masterblaster flume rides.

The extension meant that the size of the external pools
was reduced.

The resort now accommodates 7,500 beds and employs
300 full time and 1,000 seasonal staff. It also has its own
caravan park to the east side of the AS2 main road which
contains over 500 static vans.

The resort site is also surrounded by other static caravan
parks to the north and south. It is bounded on the west
by the main A52 road and on the east by the beach and
the North Sea.

Old Postcards showing the Butlins resort
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